Ll pglea] digganal Luaonll
yéite yalill ggiull c15101
Lol galgillg gdedl Ziglill g
tusagenall dusyall Adoldl g

] P EN | ) P
Sigadl & :

by g8 5e 2]
s M
daclioll oo
drggeul duyell dbloL

AVEVA Jlgad YA-YY
AVAAA Ll s Y-




ARR

COMPARING OF LITTER TRAITS AND REPRODUCTIVE INTERVALS FOR TWO
BREEDS OF RABBITS RAISED UNDER INTESIVE PRODUCTION SYSTEM IN HOT
CLIMATIC REGIONS

Khalil, Maher H.", KHALIL, .A.M.", and Zahed, S. M."™
‘Department of Animal Production & Breeding, Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary medicine,
King Saud University, Qassim, Buriedah, P.O. Box 1482, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
“Department of Animal Production, Faculty of Agriculture at Moshtohor, Zagazig University, Egypt,
“““Animal Production Research Institute, Ministry of Agriculture, Dokki, Cairo, Egypt.

Abstract: Data on 4702 litters was used to compare some litter traits and reproductive
intervals for two exotic breeds of New Zealand White (NZW) and Californian (CAL) rabbits
raised under intensive commercial conditions. The traits investigated were litter size at birth
(LSB), number. born alive (NBA), number born dead (NBD), litter size at weaning (LSW),
number dead at weaning (NDW), litter weight at weaning (LWW) and average bunny weight
at weaning (AWW), while reproductive traits included days open (DO) and kindling interval
(KI).

Across all parities, the performance of NZW does at birth and at weaning was generally
slightly higher than those of CAL does with values of 8.4 vs 7.8, 7.4 vs 6.8, 1.95 vs 1.45, 1.8
vs 1.35, 5.6 vs 5.7,2983 vs 2868 and 534 vs 512 for LSB, NBA, NBD, NDW, LSW, LWW
and AWW, respectively. The reproductive performance of NZW does were also generally
better than those of CAL does with averages of 18.1 vs 19.5 days for DO and 47.9 vs 49.9
days for KI.  Most litter traits and reproductive intervals were not significantly affected by
sire of doe and year-season effect. The sire of doe has inconsistent effect on litter traits and
reproductive intervals in different parities.
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