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Plants in the outdoor open spaces, whether natural or artificial, in the contemporary Arabian city 
became representing special feature in terms of the form, formation, function and beauty. Planting 
design is no longer the responsibility of agricultural engineer or workers at the field of landscape 
gardening. It became one of the specializations included in the environment architecture sciences. 
Planting design in the outdoor open spaces in the cities has been incorporated in the tasks and 
skills of the environmental architecture designer. This study is based on two assumptions. First: 
there is a reciprocal relationship between the type of the proposed plants for the outdoor open 
spaces and properties of these natural spaces on one hand and the artificial ones on the other hand. 
Any disturbance in this relation will lead to a relative deformation in the final design composed of 
plant and space. Second: phases of preparing the planting design for the space are not only similar 
(but should be synchronized) with the master plan processes. Planting design process should be 
prepared at the same time and based on the same concepts. This paper introduces an elementary 
orientation for planting design approach. Later, this approach aims at dealing with the planting 
design as a main element of the environmental urban design process. The main contribution of this 
paper is to emphasize the important role of the landscape architecture designer in the whole phases 
of preparing the master plan design process. 
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